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Hail to “ The Chief”
By LoisAnn Marler

hat which one does for

himsdf dies with him.
That which one does for others
lives on and is his monument.”
That quote, spoken by Missouri
Governor Forrest Donndl at the
funerd of Henry Andrew Buehler,
begins my ory, Hail to “The
Chief” : A Special Tribute to Dr.
Henry Andrew Buehler.

Thishasbeenafull-circleexperience
for me. | became actively involved
in loca politics because of Buehler
Park. While invedigaing many
other city-indigated shenanigans, the
story of Ralla's hidden hero, Henry
Buehler, duded me. | began
researching “The Chief,” former
date geologist and loca benefactor,
this summer dfter recaiving a tip
about a 1939 newspaper article on
him. That articlewasthe catalyst for
a summer’s worth of research and
resulted in Hail to “ The Chief,” a
mere sampling of the life and works
of Buehler.

This gentleman from Missouri
deserves much morethan a24-page
booklet; he deserves more than a

memorid park. What Henry Buehler
did for thiscommunity, the gate and
the nation deserves remembering,
retdling and revitdizing. Toforget a
man revered as a “mighty oak in
lifés foret” would be a tragic
mistake. 1t'stime we welcome The
Chief back to Rolla

Thewriting of Hail to “ The Chief”
coincided with the Roalla City
Coundail seeking bids (again) for the
sde of Buehler’'s memoriad park.
Mayor Joe Morgan has made it
Priority One to sdl Buehler's
memorid, but has faled every
attempt. This latest attempt,
however, reeks of colluson. The
council voted a the October 1,
2001, meding to rgect dl the
proposals received, but aso voted
to hide theidentity of dl the bidders.

One month before opening the bids
on Buehler's memorid park, |
presented the Rolla City Coundil
withcopiesof Hail to* The Chief.”

(In case you subscribe to the Rolla
Daly News and wonder why you
didn't read about this, it was
blacked out — like numerous other
newsworthy events.)

Though | had notified the city that |
would be making a specid
presentation and was on the agenda,

the mayor ill tried to“rough” meup
just prior to the meeting. Hewanted
to knowwhat | planned to say tothe
council and insisted that | extract
“tha higory duff” from my
presentation. Mayor Morgan,
former president of the Rolla Board
of Education, should be more open
minded toward “higtory stuff.” It
came asno surpriseto me, however,
that he would have such an attitude.

During the presentation, | made
three recommendations. The first
was for the city to open didogue
with the Chamber of Commerce on
marketing Chief Buehler asatourist
icon. Buehler himsdf was a
promoter of tourism. Ironicdly, he
aso was a founding member of the
Rolla Chamber of Commerce...the
same organization that campaigned
to gl Buehler’ smemorid park! We
need to take advantage of a superb
opportunity to enrich the tourism
experience in Rolla by exploring
what the charisma and apped of
Buehler can do for the community
posthumoudly.
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Second, | recommended that the
city council re-establishits statutory
park board. In 1981, the city
council abolished the park board
and created the Paks and
Recrestion Department. That very
night, the council aso voted to hire
KenKwantesasdirector of the new
department.  The resulting lack of
accountability has contributed to our
parks (and creeks) being used as
dumps, play equipment being
removed and not replaced,
excessve fees for pavilion and
bdlfield use, and genera neglect.
Decisons onthepark sysem areleft
to the discretion of Kwantes, with
NO influence from the generd
public. Attorney Generd Opinion
181-95 states that once a park
board is established, it must remain
even if no funds are collected for
parks, many on the council know
this but they want to reman in
control of dl thar “dispenssble
assets’ they declared “for sd€’ last
year.

Lag, | srongly urged the council to
congder renaming the portion of
Highway 72 within the dty limits
after Buehler. When you read Hall
to “ The Chief,” you will discover
why tha suggesion is fitting.
Development of Highway 72 in the
1930s has an interesting tie to
Buehler Park. While driving down
“Buehler Boulevard,” don't forget to
vigt his very unique grave, just a
couple of blocks south of Highway
72 off Elm Street in the Roalla
Cemetery.

And so the saga continues. When
you read Hail to* The Chief,” you
will see Buehler the undying public
servant in diametric contrast with the
“public servants’ of today. Through
it dl, Buehler's hdlmark of humility
comes shining through. His legacy
will endure, and history will
remember The Chief as a
cornerstone of our community.

Pleaseread Hail to “ The Chief” to
your children. Share with them the
sirit of The Chief, a man | have
come to love dearly. More than
anything, teachthem how to honor a
hero.

Hail to “The Chief” is only a
sample of the wholestory | intend to
write. The 24-page booklet is now
avalable on the

N SN web site:
http://www.rollanet.org/~rwnash/B
uehler/Hall_to The Chief.PDF in
PDF. Hal to “The Chief”
booklets are avalable at the Rolla
Public Library or Mail Boxes Etc.
while supplieslast. If you decideto
print Hal to “The Chief” on an ink
j€ét printer, it may takeawhiledueto
the pictures and graphics.

“In our every ddiberation, we
must consder the impact of our
decisons on the next seven
generations”  -fromthe Great
Law of the Iroquois Confederacy
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